10                                                      The Bhdgavata Dharma

harmonious existence), rajas (energy, passion) and tamas
(inertia, darkness). Yoga philosophy believes in the existence
of God as against Samkhya which does not deny the existence
of God but seems to be* silent on the point. Otherwise
Samkhya and Yoga are much similar in their approaches.
Yoga, however, emphasizes the practice of yoga exercises
which aim at the control of body and mind and prepares us to
concentrate on the meditation of God.

The Purva Mimansa is ritualistic and orthodox in nature.
It concentrates on the wordy interpretation of the Vedas. But
the Uttara Mimamsa or Vedanta is highly speculative in
nature. It advocates the identity of the soul and the Supreme.
The most famous exponent of the Vedanta is Sankara though
there are other Vedantists also like Ramanuja, Vallabha,
Madhva, Nimbarka3 etc,, who do not agree with Sankara on
this point. Sankara emphasized the cult of knowledge as an
instrument of attaining liberation. But latter scholars of
the Vedanta emphasized Bhatti or devotion as a means of
attaining the Supreme. The cult of Bhakti became very
popular in India. The saints played a very prominent role in
popularizing it.

The Jainism and Buddhism also can be considered to be
the products of Hinduism. These sects merely opposed certain
tendencies of the Hindu religion. Otherwise there is much
similarity between them and the Hindu religion. As we have
akeady stated, Hinduism has accepted the founders of these
secfe as the incarnations of the Supreme. The fact is that
Hinduism is all-comprehensive and very liberal. Its philosophy
of" the Absolute is so all-embracing that nothing but a melody
of unity and metaphysical identity of the self and the Supreme
is heard in its domain. Hinduism therefore very rationally
accepts $ progressive acceptance of the Final Truth "The
woisliippers of the Absolute are the highest in rank ; second
to them are worshippers of the personal God ; then come
the worshippers of the incarnations like Rama, Krishna,
Buddha ; Below them are those who worship ancestors, deities